
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


09/975,287 


1 0/10/200 1 


Jonathan O. Nelson 


109909-129558 


1098 



SCHWABE, WILLIAMSON & WYATT, P.C. 
P AC WEST CENTER, SUITE 1900 
1211 SW FIFTH AVENUE 
PORTLAND, OR 97204 



EXAMINER 



CASCA, FRED A 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2617 



SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD OF RESPONSE 



MAIL DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



02/22/2007 



PAPER 



3 MONTHS 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire 6 MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 10/06) 



Off icq Action Summsrv 

III W \* m 1 V »f \f f I %^ M f f m m 1 I HI W 


Application No. 

09/975,287 


Applicant(s) 
NELSON ET AL 


Examiner 

Fred A. Casca 


Art Unit 

2617 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

!)□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) KI Claim(s) 1-5,9,1 1-1 5.1 8-22.27-31. 35-40.47-52 and 56-66 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IEI Claim(s) 1-5.9.11-15.18-22.27-31.35-40.47-52 and 56-66 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)Q None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) CD Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Maii Date . 



4) Q Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20061 118 



Application/Control Number: 09/975,287 
Art Unit: 2617 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claims 1-5, 9, 1 1-15, 18-22, 27-31, 35-40, 47-52 and 56-66 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The 
claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as 

to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the 
application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 

With respect to all claims, the newly added limitations to amended claims is subject 
matter which was not described in the original specification; therefore, new matter. 

For example: Independent claim 1 now require "entry of alphanumeric and user 
programmable phrases". Not the cumulative form of the outlined limitations (i.e. "and"), nor user 
programmable as claimed is subject matter which was described in the original specification; 
therefore, new matter. Neither Applicant has pointed out where in the original specification 
support for the subject addition can be found. 

Independent claims 21, 31, 47, 51, 56, 60, 62, 63, and 64 contain similar limitations to 
those explained above; therefore, new matter. 

Claims 2-5, 9, 11-15, 18-20, 22, 27-30, 35-40, 48-50, 52 and 57-59, 61, and 65-66 
depend from Independent claims above; therefore, they contain same issues as explained above: 
new matter. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or descried as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-5, 9, 11, 14-15, 18-27, 30-36, 47-52 and 56-66 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Yamamoto et al (US Patent Application Publication Number 
2002/0002643 Al) in view of Bjokengren (US Patent Number 6,295,441) further in view of Kan 
(US 5297247). 

Regarding claim 1 , Yamamoto et al. discloses a wireless terminal (fairly characterized as 
"wireless mobile phone"; paragraphs 0025, 0219; Figures 10-11 and 26) comprising: 

a body casing having a plurality of surfaces (see Figures 10-11 and 26); 
an input keypad (84, 86, 88) disposed on a first surface of said body casing to facilitate 
entry of alphanumeric data (Figure 10-11 and 26); at least a first button (Morse code entry 
button 86 - paragraphs 01 14, 0136, 0216, 0218); 
and complementary logic (combination of elements in Figure 26; such as 330, 384, 338, 388, 
386, 390, 392) in support of the at least first button to facilitate entry of alphanumeric data or 
phrases having one or more words (Figure 15; for example, "HELLO" - Figure 12), in encoded 
representations of a variable length encoding scheme (Morse code- paragraphs 0017, 0095- 
0097, 0103, 0129 and many other paragraphs: see entire specification for details) using said at 
least first button (Morse code entry button 86 -paragraphs 01 14, 0136, 0216, 0218), the variable 
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length encoding scheme having a plurality of codes of various code lengths with one or more of 
the plurality of codes having the shortest lengths reserved or the user programmable phrases 
(Morse code by definition is of variable length, and the vowels have shorter length than other 
letters/phrase; see for example code length of vowels "A" and "E" in contrast with letters/phrase 
"B", "C", "D", "F",... in Figure 15). 

However, Yamamoto et al. fails to specify that the first button is disposed or located on a 
second surface of said body casing. Nevertheless, such limitation is conventional in the art and 
Bjokengren is just evidence of the fact. 

Bjokengren discloses a wireless mobile phone where a first input button (5 - Figure 1) is 
disposed or located on a second surface (side) of said body casing (housing 1). The first surface 
(front) contains an input keypad (7). The advantage of the first input button (5) disposed or 
located on the side/second surface of the body casing/housing (1) is easier operation, non time- 
consuming, of the even small electronic apparatus, such as mobile phone as suggested by the 
same Bjokengren (column 2, lines 43-53). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to modify 
Yamamoto et al.'s Morse code entry button 86 (first button) location to the side of the body 
casing/housing as suggested by Bj~Srkengren for the advantage of easier operation, non time- 
consuming, of the even small electronic apparatus/mobile phone. 

The combinations of Yamamoto/Bjokengren do not disclose programmable phrases. 
Kan discloses programmable phrases (col. 4, lines 1 1-59). 
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It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
to modify the system of Yamamoto/Bjokengren by incorporating the teachings of Kan for 
purpose of providing an efficient coding scheme. 

Regarding claim 2, Yamamoto et al. and Bjokengren disclose everything as applied 
above (see claim 1). In addition, Yamamoto et al. teaches wherein said mobile phone further 
comprises a display (190, 90), and said complementary logic further echoes on said display 
alphanumeric data or phrases represented by encoded representations representing said 
alphanumeric data and encoded representations directly representing said phases entered using 
said at least first button (paragraphs 00 1 8-00 1 9; 02 1 7). 

Regarding claim 3, Yamamoto et al. and Bjc3rkengren disclose everything as applied 
above (see claim 1). In addition, Yamamoto et al. teaches wherein each of said at least first 
button is optically associated with a light source (190, 90), and said complementary logic 
further cause said light source associated with said at least first button to be energized to light 
said.first (paragraphs 0018-0019; 0217). 

Regarding claims 4-5, Yamamoto et al. and Bj6rkengren disclose everything as applied 
above (see claim 1). In addition, Yamamoto et al. teaches wherein said mobile phone further 
comprises a transceiver to send and receive signals (paragraphs 0025, 0219), and an adapter 
interface to removably attach a device ("interface for connection" - paragraphs 0004, 0006, 
0008, 0083-0084, 0086, 0090-0091). 

However, the combination fails to disclose that it is capable of vibrating to said mobile 
phone, and to vibrationally output alphanumeric data or phrases received through said 
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transceiver, for touch comprehension, using said removably attached capable of vibrating 
device. 

Nevertheless, as explained above, Yamamoto et al. teaches to optically output the 
alphanumeric data or phrases received through the transceiver for visual comprehension 
(paragraphs 0018-0019; 0217). It is conventional in the art to implement tactile/vibrational 
alerts/messages for the visual impaired in substitution of optical/visual alerts/messages. The 
Examiner takes Official notice of this notion. Several conventional advantages are known, such 
as aiding the visual impaired, and more private communications, since people around is not 
disturbed from the tactile/vibrational alerts/messages, etc. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to modify the 
combination's optical/visual alerts/messages for tactile/vibrational alerts/messages as claimed 
for the advantage of aiding the visual impaired, for more private communication, since people 
around is not disturbed from the tactile/vibrational alerts/messages, etc. 

Since the alphanumeric data or phrases are optically/visually outputted through 
optical/visual manifestation of encoded representations of the encoding scheme (paragraphs 
0018-0019; 0217 of Yamamoto et al.). Following above modification one will obtain wherein 
said alphanumeric data or phrases are vibrationally outputted through vibrational manifestation 
of encoded representations of the encoding scheme. 

Regarding claim 9, Yamamoto et al. and Bjokengren disclose everything as applied 

above (see claim 1). In addition, Yamamoto et al. teaches wherein said complementary 
logic further support user specification of said phrases of one or more words in length 
(paragraphs 0017,0096,0103,0129). 
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Regarding claim 1 1, Yamamoto et al. and Bjrrkengren disclose everything as applied 
above (see claim 1), In addition, Yamamoto et al. teaches several standards for Morse code, 
any of which comprise a code representing a punctuation selected from a group of punctuations 
consisting of a colon, a semi-colon, a left parenthesis, a right parenthesis, and an exclamation 
(paragraphs 0096, 0103, 0129-0130; Figure 15). By definition Morse code includes the claimed 
limitations. 

Regarding claim 14, Yamamoto and Bjrrkengren disclose everything as 
applied above (see claim 1). In addition, Yamamoto et al. teaches wherein said 
complementary logic further maps each of said entered variable length encode representations to 
a corresponding code of a fixed length binary representation scheme for representing 
alphanumeric data (letters - Figure 15; paragraph 0130, inter alia). 

Regarding claim 15, Yamamoto et al. and Bj6rkengren disclose everything as applied 
above (see claim 1). In addition, Bj6rkengren teaches that 5 can include an additional second 
button for use in conjunction with the first button to enter direct encoded representations for 
phrases of one or more words (Figures 1-2 of Bj6rkengren). 

Regarding claim 18-20, Yamamoto et al. and Bjfrkengren disclose everything as applied 
above (see claim 1). In addition, said first and second surfaces are different surfaces of the body 
casing (see e.g. Figures 1-2 of Bj6rkengren). The first surface is a front surface of the body 
casing, and the second surface is a second surface of the body casing (see e.g. Figures 1-2 of 
Bj6rkengren). The first and second surfaces can be the same surface of the body casing (see 
Figures 10-11 of Yamamoto et al.). 

5. Claims 21-27, 40, 47-52 and 56-66 are rejected for the same reasons claims 1-5, 9, 11-15, 
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18-20 are rejected. See detailed explanation above. 

Response to Arguments 
6. Applicant's arguments filed December 22, 2006 have been fully considered but they are 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fred A. Casca whose telephone number is (571) 272-7918. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 9 to 5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester Kincaid, can be reached at (571) 272-7922. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



moot in view of new grounds of rejection. 



Conclusion 




CHARLES APPIAH 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



